HIGHLIGHTS

=> SC&RA is putting the
finishing touches on the third in
a series of four safety videos.
The Safety First! Series 3

video will feature: Aerial Work
Platforms examines ways to

use both the scissor lift and

the articulating boom lift with
maximum productivity through
sufficient operator training,
thorough inspection of the
equipment and work environment,
and careful operation. This
session discusses manufacturers’
guidelines regarding load
distribution, travel speed,
acceptable slopes in the travel
path, as well as fall protection
devices and personal protective
equipment.

=> Bradley S. Jacobs of United
Rentals retired from United
Rentals on August 31. Jacob's
was a co-founder of the company
in 1997 and had served as
chairman of the company until
his departure.

Jeff Stachowiak was awarded the
Outstanding Service Award at

the SIA's Annual Convention this
July. The award, presented to
Stachowiak by the association's
President John Miller, was for
Sunbelt’s National Safety Director's
involvement with its Aerial
Platform Council, and chairing

the Fall Protection Council. He is
also on the Executive Committee
Council and regularly contributes to
the SIA’s newsletter. He is pictured
with his daughter Sophia.

Skyjack to move
into telehandlers

Skyjack has agreed to buy Canadian telehandler
manufacturer CareLift Equipment Ltd., based in Breslau,
Ontario. Skyjack said the Carelift products complement
its own scissor and boom lifts well, allowing it to offer a
fuller range of machines to rental companies.

“The addition of CareLift's telehandler business along
with the design and test abilities of the company opens
up another large market for our Skyjack business,”
said Linda Hasenfratz, CEO of Linamar, Skyjack's parent
company. “The global telehandler market is worth $3
billion and growing. CareLift's popular ZoomBoom brand
is well positioned to increase market share by utilizing
Skyjack's well established distribution network.”

For the time being, the company said ZoomBoom
telehandlers will continue to be manufactured at the
CareLift facility, which is in close proximity to Skyjack's
offices in Guelph, Ontario. However, production may
move to a larger facility within the next year or two,
Lloyd Spalding, president of Skyjack, told ALH. He said
the ZoomBoom brand name will most likely be retained.

“Initially, we'll be growing the North American market
and then eventually other markets,” Spalding said, when
asked if Skyjack has plans to distribute the ZoomBoom
product in Europe or Asia. Currently, the Middle East is
the only country outside North America in which the
ZoomBoom brand is sold. Spalding added that Skyjack
will sell to the same distribution channels that the
company and CarelLift have traditionally sold into.

In a conference call announcing the share agreement,
Ken McDougall, president of Linamar's industrial group,
said that even though telehandler sales are down in
2007, it is anticipated that by 2010, sales will exceed the
record set in 2006, thus making the CareLift purchase
ideal at this time.

“It's business as usual for the time being,” said Dave
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Bristow, vice president of sales and marketing with
CarelLift, who confirmed that production will continue
in the Breslau facility for the time being and that the
company'’s labor force will retain their jobs. Bristow told
ALH CarelLift had outgrown its growth strategy, and that
Skyjack had shown interest at the
right time.

“In the world market, it would
require a significant capital
investment to get it to what Skyjack
is going to do to it,” said Bristow.
“It was a tough call but the right
decision.”

Bristow confirms that the
ZoomBoom brand name will be
retained, though believes it could
be as early next year that the units
could be ZoomBoom by Skyjack.
The brand will be showcased at
Skyjack's booths at next years
World of Concrete, ARA and
Conexpo/ConAgg shows.

Meanwhile, Spalding, shortly
after this news was made public,
announced his retirement in
February. He will be succeeded by
McDougall.




